
In this issue of the Newsletter 

In this issue we are featuring The Guards Division Corps of Drums Association person-
ality profile. This will provide members with information of our members and what 
service/experience they bring to the Association. 

We have started with profiles on the following; 

President, Vice-President, Chairman, Honorary Secretary and the Treasurer. 

In future issues there will be profiles on the Committee members and then our mem-
bers, so please start preparing a few (not a life history) words that can be used in our 
Newsletter. 

A medal section, each issue will feature a British Forces medal also incorporating a 
recipients details, starting with the Victoria Cross . 

The Annual General Meeting (9 January 2011) 

The AGM was well attended by our members and from the points raised at the AGM 
the Committee have been working hard to put your views and concerns into practice 
to come up with some better ways of working and looking at different approaches to 
engagements/practices and the formation of an Ensemble. 

Feedback from the Committee meeting 20 February 2011 

Most of the Committee have now been given individual tasks to move the Association 
forward. These range from Assistant Secretary, looking at how to gain Charitable Sta-
tus, Sponsorship and  looking at costings to gaining a standard uniform (Blazer and grey 
trousers all the same colour and design). 

These taskings will take sometime to gain information, but once the information is 
available all members will be kept informed of our progress. 

Potential to be parading at the Lord Mayor’s Show, London 12th Novem-
ber 2011 

To help raise our profile an application to parade at the Lord Mayor‘s Show, London 
12 November 2011 has been submitted to the Pageant Masters Office for considera-
tion. 

The outcome of the decision will not be known until Spring, therefore all physically fit 
members need to place this date in their diary as we will need the best turn out of 
members we have ever experienced. 
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12th September - Royal Hospital Chelsea a total of 25 members attended the 
practice session held in the Band music room and  the performance by the Corps within 
the Quadrangle, where we performed a static display in front of a very deserving crowd.  
After the word of command from Bill Scattergood the dismissed Drummers retired to 
the Pensioners‘ bar for well deserved light refreshments. 

10th October - General Practice Windsor Grenadier Guards Association 
Club a total of 23 members attended. 

14th November - Remembrance Parade Ashford, Middlesex a total of 18 at-
tended the  very cold and damp Remembrance Sunday saw the Association re-visit Ash-
ford, where our services were greatly appreciated by the Royal British Legion and Town 
Officials this will be the last year attending this location as we would like to spread our 
wings. 

17th December - H.M. Tower of London Hanging the Brick Ceremony the 
final engagement of 2010, although the first day of the snow (that was to last just over 
two weeks ) whilst waiting in the Grenadier Guards Association Club car park in Wind-
sor for members to turn up. The Secretary, Treasurer, Adrian and the Chairman made 
the final decision ―do we cancel the Tower or ignore the snow and go for it‖ ….we went 
for it in true Guards style.  

Although the weather was bad we had a good attendance of 19 members with some ad-
ditional support from serving Drummers of the HAC.  

9th January - Annual General Meeting a total of 36 members attended the AGM 
and the practice, during which time the Brian Lane Memorial Trophy was presented by 
Thelma Lane to the most deserving member, Peter Taylor our Secretary was the first 
recipient of the trophy. This is the first time that we have seen Peter lost for 
words...Congratulations Peter. 

20th February  - General Practice Windsor Grenadier Guards Association 
Club a total of 30 attended the practice session which was also attended my our Presi-
dent who provided years of musical experience. The Vice President made the following 
comment ―The Best I have heard the Corps play at Practice‖ so a big well done to all who 
attended. 

WHAT HAVE WE DONE? 

“THE BEST I 

HAVE HEARD 

THE CORPS PLAY 

AT PRACTICE” 
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WHAT ARE WE GOING TO DO? 

Outside the Guards museum 

Remembrance Sunday Parade 

Get your diaries out and ready for some provisional pencil entries for 2011. 

Please note that the 2011 engagements have not yet been confirmed. Members will be informed as soon as the full dates are con-



Major Denis Burton 
MMus FLCM ARCM 
psm 

President - The Guards 
Division Corps of Drums 
Association 

 

Major Burton enlisted 
into the Army in 1972 
as a trombonist and he 
quickly established 
himself as the principal 

in the Staff Band of the Royal Army Ordnance Corps. 
He was selected for the Bandmaster course 1981-
1983 and passed out as top student, winning six first 
prizes including the Worshipful Company of Musi-
cians Silver Medal.  

His appointments as Bandmaster were to The Second 
Battalion the Light Infantry, The Light Infantry Sala-
manca Band and in The Training Development Team 
at Kneller Hall. Service here was in the UK, North-
ern Ireland, Germany and in 1990/1 on Operation 
Granby, the liberation of Kuwait. 

As Director of Music he was to lead the Band of the 
Royal Lancers, the Band of the Corps of Royal 

GUARDS DIVISION CORPS OF DRUMS ASSOCIATION PERSONALITY PROFILE 
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Engineers and as Chief Instructor at the Royal Mili-
tary  School of Music, Kneller Hall. 

His final appointment in regular service was as Direc-
tor of Music, Grenadier Guards achieving world class 
standards of excellence in performance and high pro-
file state ceremonial.  

He has been a lecturer and course leader for the Lon-
don College of Music and is the president of a num-
ber of musical groups. Having left the Regular Army 
to live in Wales, he was tracked down when a short 
notice vacancy appeared with the Royal Welsh, a re-
serve Brass Band. He has taken the opportunity to be 
the first Director of Music of the Regimental Band of 
the Royal Welsh. 

His career has certainly been ubiquitous with service 
and performances throughout Europe; in North, 
Central and South America; the Middle East and Aus-
tralia. He is the composer of five army regimental 
marches and has compositions and arrangements pub-
lished by companies in the United Kingdom and Eu-
rope. He has added regimental music to all the units 
he has served, with the Grenadiers frequently using 
his First Guards Slow March and other music written 
or arranged for Queen‘s Birthday Parades. The Gren-
adier Guards Association has adopted his march First 
and Finest as the Association March. 

Major (Rtd) Peter 
Horsfall MBE 

Vice President - The 
Guards Division Corps of 
Drums Association 

 

When Peter Horsfall 
tried to join the Royal 
Marines in 1946 he 
found it hard to believe 
that he was too old at 

sixteen, he then turned to the Coldstream Guards 
and joined as a Drummer boy.  

As Peter‘s father was the Bugle Major in the 8th 
Leeds Rifles it was almost a forgone conclusion that 
he would follow in his father‘s footsteps and the 
world of Military music was in his blood. 

Thirty four illustrious years later he retired as a major  

Quartermaster, having served in several ‗theatres of 
war‘, from Malaya to Northern Ireland. 

Peter was awarded the Member of the British Empire 
(MBE) in the Queens Birthday Honours list of 1972. 

Mixing humour with pathos he provides a fascinating 
account of his service life—his Yorkshire roots always 
evident. Upon retirement from the Coldstream 
Guards he became Staff Superintendent at the House 
of Lords. 

His numerous anecdotes of well-known public fig-
ures, including a fascinating perspective on Baroness 
Thatcher, give a unique behind the scenes picture of 
this great institution. Next time you see him have a 
chat about his many exploits. 

Peter credits his success to the Coldstream Guards 
and is proud to have lived up to the Regiments motto 
‗Second To None‘. 

 



Peter Taylor 

Honorary Secretary - The 
Guards Division Corps of 
Drums Association 

 

You could say Peter‘s 
Army Career started in 
1949 as an Army Cadet 
in the Maidenhead De-

tachment Army Cadet Force, badged as part of the 
Royal Berkshire Regiment. It so happened that the 
Company had an on-going Drum and Flute Corps of 
Drums of some thirty strong. He was soon taking a 
great interest in side drumming, and with the grate-
ful help of his Drum instructor, who had been Lead-

ing Tip of the Oxford and Bucks Light Infantry, ulti-
mately became Cadet Sergeant Solo Drummer. Need-
less to say, being so close to Windsor, they tried their 
level best to emulate the Guards Corps of Drums. In 
1953 he joined the 2nd Bn Grenadier Guards at Chel-
sea Barracks. 

A Drummer Flute Player suggested that if he was that 
keen to play a side drum properly he should go out for 
professional private lessons, so unbeknown to his su-
periors and his Boy colleagues he went out for two 
nights each week to a Drum Studio near the Oval. He 
regrets, he has forgotten the name of his Tutor, alt-
hough from the Photographs on the wall of the studio 
he himself had been taught by that famous percussion 
entertainer Mr.Eric Delaney. Unfortunately his tui-
tion came to an end when the 2nd Battalion boarded  
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Iain Foster-Poole  

Chairman - The 
Guards Division Corps 
of Drums Association 

 

Iain enlisted into the 
Grenadier Guards as 
a Junior Guardsman 
in 1976, during his 

Junior Guardsman training he decided that he wanted 
to become a Drummer. After passing out he carried 
out 6 months Drums training which also took on the 
role of fireman during the 1977-78 London Fire 
Strike. 

He joined the 2nd Bn Grenadier Guards early in 1978 
when the Bn was stationed in Chelsea, just in time for 
Queens Silver Jubilee and the 2nd Bn Troop. 

He remained with the 2nd Bn Corps of Drums and 
rose through the ranks to Drum Sgt whilst serving in 
Germany (BAOR), Cyprus (UN), Belize, Northern 
Ireland and training tours in Kenya and Canada.  

The Corps of Drums had many infantry roles during 
this period and as such he attended the following mil-
itary training courses: Junior Brecon (SCBS), Senior 
Brecon (PCBC), Assault Pioneer, NBC, First Aid, 
Weapon instructors courses. 

In mid 1991 he was appointed as Drum Major at the  

Army Apprentice College Harrogate, a role to over-
see the military training of the Royal Signals Appren-
tices. 

In 1992 he was posted back to the 2nd Bn to be ap-
pointed the Bn Drum Major. During the last 2 years 
of the 2nd Bn he was fortunate enough to parade at 
the formation of Nijmegen Company and attend the 
50th Liberation of Europe parades in Holland, France 
and Belgium. He remained with the 2nd Bn until the 
Bn was placed into suspended animation and helped 
close down Caterham Barracks he also ensured the Bn 
property was correctly accounted and stored. 

In 1995 he was posted to the HAC as a PSI  and per-
formed the role of both G1098 and Clothing stores 
CSgt and also took part with the HAC Corps of 
Drums. 

The last three years of his service he served at the 
Army School of Drumming as the Staff Drum Major 
and then back to London to serve with the Household 
Division Army Youth Team which also included the 
role of spare Drum Major LonDist (Staff Drum Ma-
jor). 

As expected he has performed at most ceremonial 
events from daily Guard Mounts, Trooping the Col-
our, State Opening of Parliament, Remembrance Day 
Parades, Wembley and Edinburgh Tattoo and also at 
the Earls Court Royal Tournament. He finished his 
24 years service with the Grenadiers in 2000. 



PAGE 5 NEWSLETTER ISSUE 14 -APRIL 2011 

GUARDS DIVISION CORPS OF DRUMS ASSOCIATION PERSONALITY PROFILE 

the Empire Halladale bound for the Canal Zone 
Egypt primarily for three years. Apart from being a 
very keen Drummer, he was also a very keen foot-
baller playing for the Battalion Team. Whilst in the 
Canal Zone the Bn  reached the final of the Army 
Egypt Cup, but lost to the Royal Ordnance Corps 2 
– 1.  

However, as a result of the game, both the Goal-
keeper and Peter were selected to play for the Brit-
ish Army Egypt Team. The Goalkeeper, Bob Web-
ster was a National Service man and was on the Ar-
senal Books in the youth squad. Also after the Cup 
Final, Peter was approached by a man dressed in ci-
vilian clothes, he commented on how well Peter had 
played, gave him a business card suggesting that the 
next time he was in the UK to contact the name on 
the card who would give him a trial, the name of the 
Club was Huddersfield Town, who at that time were    
in the 1st Division. However, football in those days 

Was not as financially rewarding as they are today, 
so he never did follow that offer up. Peter wonders 
if that was an error of judgement on my part?  He 
will of course never know.    

You could say Peter was now getting a bit restless, 
looking for pastures new, so he decided to have a 
crack at joining the Regimental Band, and was duly 
auditioned by Rodney Bashford the then Director of 
Music. He gave him a ―Pass‖, but could not offer a 
place on the Percussion Stand in the Band as he had 
no vacancies, but would recommend him to another 
Regimental or Corps Band if he wanted, Peter de-
clined at the time, and regretted his decision ever 
since. However, he stayed on with the Corps of 
Drums reaching the rank of LSgt. 

The Battalion had moved from Pirbright to Windsor, 
and then on to Caterham, at which time Peter decid-
ed to call it a day and leave the Army.  

Stuart Sutton 

Treasurer - The Guards Division 
Corps of Drums Association 

In October 1950, Stuart was 
persuaded by his mother 
(after he had casually men-
tioned that he might join the 
army cadets) that it would be 
a good idea to join the Cold-

stream Guards as a boy soldier. Thus, on the 27th 
day of that month (his fifteenth birthday) he present-
ed himself at the Central London recruitment office 
to sign on as a Drummer Boy.. Three days later, he 
arrived at Pirbright to commence his initial training. 

Due to his lean frame he would not support the addi-
tion of a side drum, and he was given a piccolo to 
learn. More importantly, considering that one of the 
main reasons that he had joined in the first place was 
to get away from his hated school, it was straight 
back into the dreaded seat of learning that I moved 
and, in addition, to learn music, too. 

He had, in fact, left school - St Mary‘s, Clapham, 
South, London - before the end of term, and in De-
cember. He was summoned to appear before a tru-
ancy board. Their faces were a picture when this  

very small uniformed Guardsman appeared before 
them to explain - with an officer for support - that 
he had simply swapped one school for another. He 
got away with that one! 

On completion of training he was posted to the 2nd 
Battalion of the Regiment in London and one of his 
first parades was taking part in the funeral of George 
VI, which was certainly a long day.  

In 1963 he deciding that enough was enough. At this 
point, he made the decision to leave the Army and 
seek pastures new. he did not entirely desert the 
forces, however, but joined the Honourable Artil-
lery Company (HAC), also in 1963, as a Territorial 
soldier, and served within that unit until March 
1994, some 30+ years. 

Stuart finally called it a day in March 1994, having 
served in the Armed Forces for a total of forty three 
years and four months. During his combined services 
he took part - at least once - in every major military 
musical pageant/tattoo in Great Britain, from The 
Royal Tournament to The Edinburgh Tattoo, and a 
number of cup finals. Stuart cherishes a photograph 
taken at Wembley standing among the (old) lst Divi-
sion Championship, FA Cup, League Cup and the FA 
Charity Shield. 



 

The small newspaper article 
(right) from The War Illustrat-
ed 9th January 1915 was sent 
in by our Vice –President, it 
was very hard to read so some 
research was carried out and 
the following article details the 
heroic actions of Drummer 
John Spencer Bent V.C, M.M . 
Although he was not a Guards 
Drummer he was a Drummer. 

John Bent was born at Stow-
market on 19th March 1891, 
the son of William Bent and 
Gertrude nee Baker. His father 
served with the Royal Horse 
Artillery, and was later to be 
killed in the Boer War.  
In 1905 at the age of fourteen 
Bent enlisted as a drummer 
with the 1st Battalion, East 
Lancashire Regiment. After 
spending four years in Ireland 
he was based in Woking (1909-
12) and Colchester (1912-14). 
Soon after joining the Army, 
Bent took up boxing and later 
acquired his adopted name 
‗Joe‘ by which he was always 
known. 
On the outbreak of the First 
World War, Bent went as a 
member of the British Expedi-
tionary Force to France, and 
arrived in time to take part in 
the battles at the Marne and the 
Aisne Valley. In September his 
regiment was moved to Ypres 
in Belgium. 
On 21st October the Germans 
captured the village of Le 
Gheer. Bent was a member of 
the 11th Brigade sent to recap-
ture the village. Heavy fighting 
took place over the next few 
days. Eventually the British 
soldiers gained the village but 
on the 27th October the Ger-

mans launched a counter-attack. On the 
night of 1/2 November 1914, when his 
officer, the platoon sergeant and a number 
of men had been struck down, Bent took 
command of the platoon and with great 
presence of mind and coolness succeeded 
in holding the position. He had previously 
distinguished himself on two occasions, on 
22 and 24 October by bringing up ammu-
nition under heavy shell and rifle fire. One 
of the British soldiers, Private McNulty, 
was shot after leaving the trench. As he 
was being fired at by the Germans, Bent 
volunteered to go out and bring him back. 
McNulty was over 25 yards away and Bent 
came under heavy fire as he dragged the 
man to safety. Bent was awarded the Vic-
toria Cross for his act of bravery. The med-
al was presented to Bent by King George V 
at Buckingham Palace on 13th January 
1915, the first to be won by the East Lan-
cashire Regiment in the Great War. He 
was also presented with an inscribed gold 
watch by the Musicians‘ Company; and he 
received an award of £50 offered by Mr T. 
Curtis, an Ipswich resident. 

DRUMMER ’S DEXTEROUS GALLANTRY UNDER FIRE 
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The following is from an inter-
viewed by The Suffolk Chroni-
cle about his act of heroism:- 
"Private McNulty went out of 
the trench, and on returning 
was hit in the pit of the stom-
ach. He fell, and the Germans 
were trying to hit him again; 
you could see the earth flying 
up all around him. I said, "Why 
doesn't someone go and help 
him?" and got the reply, "Why 
not go yourself?" I went, and 
to make it difficult for the Ger-
mans to hit me I zig-zagged to 
him. They did not snipe at me 
while I was advancing, but as 
soon as I got hold of McNulty's 
shoulder something seemed to 
take my feet from under me, 
and I slipped under McNulty. 
This took place close to the 
walls of a ruined convent, and 
several bullets struck the wall. 
Knowing it was impossible to 
stand up, I hooked my feet un-
der McNulty's arms, and using 
my elbows I managed to drag 
myself and him back to the 
trenches about twenty-five 
yards away. I got a bullet 
through the flesh of my right 
leg, and had to be taken to hos-
pital."  

Bent took several months to 
recover from a gunshot in the 
leg; he also received shrapnel 
injuries to both arms and 
hands, and was slightly wound-
ed in the head. Promoted to 
the rank of Sergeant, Bent re-
turned to the Western Front in 
the summer of 1916. Novem-
ber. The privations of trench 
warfare again took their toll 
and he was badly injured at the 
Battle of the Somme and again 
returned to England for a 



period of convalescence. 
After recovering his health 
he returned to the West-
ern Front this time with 
the 7th battalion of his 
regiment and took part in 
the battles of Messines 
Ridge and Passchendaele 
re-joining the 1st battalion. 
In the fighting around the 
village of Sepmeries, east 
of Cambrai, Company 
Sergeant Major Bent won 
the Military Medal, partic-
ularly for leading two pa-
trols which were sent out 
to gain touch with the en-
emy on the afternoon of 
the 29th October. The 1st 
Battalion was withdrawn 
from active operations on 
the 2nd November, and 
Bent finally returned to 
England in May 1919. 
Company Sergeant Major 
Bent remained in the Brit-
ish Army after the war, 
serving in the West Indies 
and Malta before retiring 
with the rank of Regimen-
tal Sergeant Major in July 

1925. After leaving the 
army Bent became a care-
taker at Paragon School in 
the New Kent Road, Lon-
don. Later he worked as a 
commissionaire for Cour-
age, the brewers. 
He frequently attended 
regimental and Victoria 
Cross Association dinners, 
and was on parade for the 
Centenary of the Victoria 
Cross Review in Hyde 
Park before H.M. The 
Queen, on 26 June 1956. 
In August 1968 Bent was 
invited to open a new 
Courage public house, 
The Victoria Cross, in 
Chatham, Kent. Bent 
stayed with Courage until 
he was eighty-five years 
old. He died the following 
year on 3rd May 1977 
aged 86. He left two 
daughters and a son. 
His medals were sold on 
28th June 2000 by auc-
tioneers Dix Noonan 
Webb for £80,000.   

lent honour for valour not in the face of the 
enemy. 
However, the VC is higher in the order of 
wear and would be worn first by an indi-
vidual who had been awarded both decora-
tions (which has not so far occurred). 
The VC was introduced on 29 January 
1856 by Queen Victoria to honour acts of 
valour during the Crimean War. Since 
then, the medal has been awarded 1,356 
times to 1,353 individual recipients. The 
traditional explanation of the source of the 
gunmetal from which the medals are 
struck is that it derives from Russian can-
non captured at the siege of Sevastopol. 
Recent research has thrown doubt on this 
story, suggesting a variety of origins for 
the material actually making up the medals 

The Victoria Cross (VC) is the high-
est military decoration which is, or has 
been, awarded for valour "in the face of 
the enemy" to members of the armed 
forces of various Commonwealth coun-
tries, and previous British Empire terri-
tories. 
It takes precedence over all other or-
ders, decorations and medals. It may be 
awarded to a person of any rank in any 
service and to civilians under military 
command. In the United Kingdom, it is 
usually presented to the recipient or to 
their next of kin by the British monarch 
at an investiture held at Buckingham 
Palace. It is the joint highest award for 
bravery in the United Kingdom with 
the George Cross, which is the equiva-

themselves. 
Due to its rarity, the VC is highly 
prized and the medal has fetched 
over £400,000 at auction. A num-
ber of public and private collections 
are devoted to the Victoria Cross. 
The private collection of Lord Ash-
croft, amassed since 1986, contains 
over one-tenth of all VCs awarded.  

THE VICTORIA CROSS 
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Medals  and picture of  Regimental Sergeant Major S. 

J. Bent V.C., M.M. 
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GUARDS DIVISION CORPS OF DRUMS 

ASSOCIATION 

OFFICIALS 

WE ARE ON THE WEB: 

www.guardsdivcorpsofdrums.org.uk 

www.facebook.com (Guards Division Corps of 
Drums Association) 

Email: 

gdcoda@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 

 

HOUSEHOLD D IVISION AND OTHER INTERESTING EVENTS 

Windsor Castle Royal tattoo 12 - 15th May 
2011: 
Tickets cost from £25 to £ 65 each in aid of RBL, to 
book you can call 0871 230 5570 or 0844 581 0734, 
or visit www.windsortattoo.com. A good show, well 
 worth seeing. 
 
Household Division Beating Retreat 2011: 
The Massed bands and Corps of Drums of the House- 
hold Division will Beat Retreat on Horse Guards at 
2100hrs on Wednesday 8th and Thursday 9th June 
2011. Tickets can be booked through  
www.guardsbeatingretreat.com at a cost of £20 and 
£15 respectively. Wheelchair access is available at a  
cost of £20 allowing FREE entry for the carer. No  
refund can be given if the event is cancelled for  
reasons beyond the control of HQ Household Divi- 
sion. 
 
Queen’s Birthday Parade: 
Saturday 11th.June 2011. The Colour to be Trooped 
 will be the 1st Battalion Scots Guards. For availability 
of Tickets please contact Divisional HQ or your own 
 Regimental Headquarters. 
 

Project Hougoumont: 
This is a heritage project to save and preserve  
Hougoumont Farm on the Waterloo battlefield for 
the long term future, and was originally launched on 
18th June 2010. Further info can be obtained on 
www.projecthougoumont.com Worth a look at. The 
Waterloo Committee are asking members for their 
support in a donation of any amount, no matter how 
small, to be sent to @Project Hougoumont@  
Lakeside Manor, West End Lane, Essendon, Herts.  
AL9 6AZ Cheques made payable to 'Project  
Hougoumont. Unless substantial repairs are carried 
out, this important feature on the battlefield will  
Be gone for ever. Please help if you can. There are 
 plans afoot to celebrate the 200th Anniversary of  
Waterloo in 2015. More information when known. 
 
Scots Guards: 
The Regiment is being granted the Freedom of the 
town of Wantage due to a link that dates back to the 
Crimean War. The Parade and March through  
the town will take place in May or June. More infor- 
mation when known. 
  
The Guards Chapel: 
The Chapel is open to the public for visits during the 
week between 10,00am and 4.00pm and 10.00am 
and 2.00pm on Fridays. Chapel can be contacted on 
0207 414 3228/3229. 

http://www.windsortattoo.com
http://www.guardsbeatingretreat.com
http://www.projecthougoumont.com

